Natchitoches Historic District Development Commission
Full Commission Meeting

10:00 AM – 10:30 AM
February 25, 2021
PRESENT: Rebecca Blakenbaker, Valencia Jones, Van Erikson, Arlene Gould, Payne Williams, Hannah Wenninger (proxy for Mayor), Jill Leo
GUEST PRESENT: Carrie Hough, Secretary; Jessica Broadway, CPA; Corey Poole, NPJ; Eddie Norris, KTBS; Hannah Richardson, Natchitoches Times; Maggie Matuschka, Natchitoches Chamber
CALL TO ORDER: Van Erikson called the meeting to order. The commission review the minutes from the January 21 , 2021 Full Commission Meeting. Motion to accept the minutes from the January 21, 2021 Full Commission Meeting was made by Rebecca Blakenbaker and 2nd by Payne Williams. All approved, motion passes. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Jessica Broadway, discussion on the financial statement as of January 31, 2020. Our balance as of January 31, 2020 is $372,205.14. Check register for January is $6,815.00. Motion to approve the January 31, 2020 financial statement made by Payne Williams and 2nd by Valencia Jones. All approved, motion passes. All approved, motion passes.
OLD BUSINESS: 
 N/A
NEW BUSINESS:  
Van Erikson updated the commission on NSU. They are finally up and running after the snow/ice storms last week. The Shreveport campus is the only location. N-side View Day will be March 6, which will be the first home football game. Athletics is in full swing with 6 different sports taking place right now. CAPA is staring to resume shows and certain events on campus/downtown. They are now planning for the summer and getting ready for Freshman Connection. 
Arlene Gould gave an update for the Tourist Commission. Their office is back open to the public Monday – Friday 9 am – 5 pm. She thanked everyone who participated in the survey that their office sent out during the holidays. They did get the results back and they were scheduled to review with the board but they had to cancel the meeting due to weather. The visitor guide is on their website and they will do one more edit and go to print soon. There are several fishing tournaments scheduled to take place in February out at Grand Ecore Landing. They had 49 teams to play at Parc Natchitoches this weekend as well as the NYP Pub Crawl. In March is the Cane River Film Festival. Sale on the Trail will be May 7-8.  
Rebecca Blakenbaker gave an update on NPS on behalf of Carrie Mardorf. They the process of packing up their office and curation facility for their big move to the Eagle Distributing Building. The snow did delay their moving but the facility is top of the line.  
Rebecca Blakenbaker gave a report for the CRNHA.  Los Adaes is closed right now due to busted pipes. There was no interior damage to the building but they water is shut off until the state fixes the pipes. They are still offering walking tours, there are new hours. The new tour hours will be Wednesday at 10 am & 1pm, Thursdays at 10 am, Friday at 10 am & 1pm, and Saturday at 10 am and 1 pm. They are still practicing COVID measures, all people must wear a mask and no more than 10 people in a tour.  They are doing a lot of in house planning. They did make decisions on their grant program awardees this past week and notifications will go out soon. Tentatively Melrose Arts and Crafts Festival is planned for April 17 & 18. 

Jill Leo gave an update on Main Street. Jill gave an overview of downtown events. February 27 is Pub Crawl, March 6 is the Service League’s Reading on the River, March 13 is Bloomin’ on the Bricks and CAPA on the Cane, March 20 will be an event hosted by the Mayor’s Fitness Council. They have a few private weddings on the riverbank booked (March/April). They have several NSU concerts April 16, 25. April 24 will start the Farmers Market. May 21 & 22 will be the Jazz & R/B Festival. June 17-19 the Lady Anglers Bass Tournament is scheduled. June 23-26 will be the LA Sports Hall of Fame weekend. Car Show registration will open up in the next couple of weeks. The Christmas Festival recap will come out very soon.
Maggie Matuschka gave a report for the Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce.  Pub Crawl is this Saturday, February 27th with entertainment by the Hollow Decks from 4pm – 9 pm. They have a little over 200 registered for the event. This is the first time they are having downtown businesses take part in the event by offering great discounts. They will have a little bit of the street closed right in front of Mama’s for safety purposes. They have an upcoming Picnic in the Park, first monthly luncheon held outside at the City Park. The first luncheon will be the legislative issues luncheon. They are planning the Home & Garden Expo for Saturday, March 27 at the Natchitoches Events Center from 10 am – 4 pm. The NCA new Executive Director Michael Ferdinand is now in Natchitoches, housed in the Municipal Building. 
Eddie Norris with KTBS did not have a report.

Corey Poole with NPJ did not have a report. 

Hannah Richardson with the Natchitoches Times stated that they are excited about the upcoming events in Natchitoches. 
Hannah Wenninger gave an update on the City on behalf of the Mayor. They received an approval from HDC and they received a permit from the state to do the island in front of the Sports Hall of Fame to open up the triangle to divert the traffic. This will hopefully keep accidents from happening in the condos on Front Street. They are excited about the tournaments come back to Parc Natchitoches and it is good for our City and downtown. 
Van Erikson stated to have all members complete the 2021 Ethics Online Training and to submit the certificate to Carrie. To complete the training visit www.ethics.la.gov.
Van Erikson stated that the Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosure Statement is due on or before May 15. You can access the disclosure at www.ethics.state.la.us. 

